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This  Annual  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  Circular  743  (England),  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 


20th  December,  1926. 

General  Statistics,  1926. 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  3,227 

Civil  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  35,330 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  (Males  16,647,  Females  19,490)  36,137 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  9,509 

Total  Private  Families  at  Census  1921  9,320 

Population  living  more  than  two  persons  per  room  (Census)  18.8% 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1926  9,771 

Average  numV)er  of  persons  per  house  3.6 

Density  of  population  per  acre 10.9 

Number  of  Births  (Males  314,  Females  311)  Total  625 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  15,  Females  17)  Total  32 

Birth-Rate  per  1,000  living 17.7 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  51.2 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  Residents,  who  died  away 

from  Batley  (Males  215,  Females  248)  Total  463 

Net  Death-Rate  per  1,000  living  13.1 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  births  registered  68.8 

Illegitimate  Death-Rate  per  1,000  births  registered 31 

Tuberculosis  Death-Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  0.6 

Phthisis  Death-Rate  per  1,000  0.5 

Zymotic  Death-Rate  per  1,000  0.3 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-Rate  per  1,000  (excluding  Phthisis)  1.9 

Cancer  Death-Rate  per  1,000  1.5 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  ...1  , 136 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 35 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified 17 

Number  of  Inquests  36 

Rateable  Value £182,121 

Rate  of  Id.  in  the  £ produces £698 

Rainfall  in  Inches  26.17 

Number  of  Wet  Days  165 

Parliamentary  Voters 18,859 

Local  Government  Voters 16,328 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed £13,094/13/8 

Primary  Vaccinations  243 

Exemption  Certificates  granted 414 

Dried  Milk  given  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 

Order  2,145  lbs.  Cost  £140/19/10 


PROVISIONAL  FIGIRES  1926. 
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Batley  is  entirely  an  industrial  town.  The  chief  occupations  of 
the  inhabitants  are  the  manufacture  of  heavy  woollen  goods  and 
the  making  of  shoddy  and  mimgo.  The  rag  trade  is  also  respon- 
sible for  the  employment  of  a large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  bulk  of  the  workers  find  em]3loyment  in  the  numerous  mills 
in  the  town,  both  males  and  females  following  their  occupation 
there.  It  is  quite  usual  for  husbands  and  wives  to  work  together 
at  the  same  mill.  The  rest  of  the  workers  amongst  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Borough  find  employment  in  the  coal  mines — a large 
juoportion  of  miners  residing  in  the  town — at  ironworks,  on  the 
railways,  as  teamers,  general  laliourers,  etc.  More  females  than 
males  are  employed  in  textile  manufactures. 


Borough  of  Batley. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District 
during  1926  and  Previous  Years. 


Kett  Births. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 

Yearly 

Average 

Estimated 

Population. 

Uncer  1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number 

Rate 

N umber 

Rate  per 

1 000  Nett 
B’lths 

Number. 

Rate. 

1901-10 

31,694 

827 

26.1 

143 

171 

537 

17.0 

1911-20 

Year 

36,435 

676 

20.5 

93 

123 

571 

16,0 

1921 

36,910 

791 

21.4 

64 

80.9 

460 

12,4 

1922 

37,07  0 

642 

17.3 

54 

84  1 

479 

12.9 

1923 

36,930 

708 

19.1 

60 

84.7 

496 

13.4 

1924 

36,740 

673 

18.3 

42 

62.4 

1 

491 

13.3 

192.5 

36,390 

663 

18.2 

58 

87.4 

494 

13.5 

192G 

35,330 

625 

17.7 

44 

. 68.8 

463 

13.1 

S England  & Wales  . 

2 105  County  Bor-'j 
^ oughs  and  Great  | 

2 Towns  including! 

j London  ...J 

1 

1 

17.8 

18.2 

1 70 

73 

11.6 

11.6 

i 158  Smaller  Towns. 

17.6 

67 

10.6 

p London 

17.1 

1 64  1 

11.6 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Registrar-General  has  estimated 
the  population  of  Batley  for  1926  at  35,330.  At  the  Census  of 
1921  the  figure  was  36,137.  It  was  known  at  that  time  this  figure 
was  inaccurate,  because  when  the  Census  was  taken  an  industrial 
dispute  was  in  progress,  and  many  Batley  residents  were  away 
from  the  town  on  holiday.  Since  that  date  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  in  the  borough  up  to  December  31st,  1926,  is  888, 
therefore,  even  on  the  assumption  that  the  census  was  correct,  the 
population  at  the  end  of  1926  should  be  37,025,  and  if  allowance 
be  made  for  absentees  from  census  figures  it  should  not  be  un- 
reasonable to  estimate  the  present  population  of  Batley  at  some- 
thing over  37,000. 

The  vital  statistics  are  calculated  on  the  Registrar-General’s 
figure  of  35,330,  and  even  on  this  are  not  unfavourable.  If  they 
were  taken  on  the  higher  estimate  they  would  appear  to  greater 
advantage. 


Extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year : — 

i Total  Male  Female) 

• Births  4 Leg.  ...  593  299  294  ^ Birth  Rate,  17.7 

( Illeg.  ...  32  15  17  ) 

Deaths  463.  Death-Rate  13.1 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 


From  sepsis  1.  From  other  causes  ...  4 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  : — 

Legitimate  42.  Illegitimate  ...  1.  Total  ...  43 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  5 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ■ 3 

There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 


which  received  or  required  more  comment  than  is  made  in  this 
Report. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Batley  for  the  Years 
1912  to  1926. 


Yearly 

Averages, 

1912—1921. 

Year  1922. 

Year  1923. 

Lear  1924. 

Year  1925. 

Year  1926. 

Enteric  Fever  

2.3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Small  Pox  

0.1 

Measles  

11.5 

6 

8 

9 

• • *1 

Scarlet  Fever  

1.0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

5.9 

3 

4 

3 

9 

5 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7.1 

1 

1 

3 

Influenza  

27.6 

23 

14 

36 

19 

12 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

Meningoccal  Meningiti.'  .. 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respira- 
tory System  

31.9 

17 

18 

14 

16 

18 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

11,8 

14 

6 

12 

11 

4 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

42.9 

44 

38 

53 

49 

53 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2.6 

1 

3 

4 

6 

Diabetes  

0.2 

5 

6 

4 

4 

10 

Cerebial  Haemorihage,  etc 

4.4 

43 

42 

46 

45 

34 

Heart  Disease  

57.4 

65 

72 

70 

82 

72 

Arterio-Sclerosis  

1.8 

28 

25 

20 

20 

32 

Bronchitis  

51.0 

53 

60 

56 

49 

40 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

40.1 

25 

42 

38 

38 

22 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

6.0 

7 

8 

9 

5 

6 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 
denum   

0.4 

6 

3 

7 

3 

6 

Diarrhoea,  &c  (under  2 yrs. ) 

12.3 

3 

1 

1 

7 

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

2.6 

3 

1 

2 

5 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1.9 

1 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephriti.s 

25.3 

21 

15 

12 

19 

14 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

1.1 

2 

1 

Other  Accidents  & Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  & Parturi- 
tion   

3.4 

4 

4 

1 

4 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  Premature 
Birth  

34.9 

26 

25 

20 

20 

2.*^ 

Suicide  

3.3 

3 

2 

6 

3 

2 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

12.6 

8 

11 

11 

10 

14 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

148.4 

66 

86 

61 

64 

73 

Diseases  ill  defined  or  un 
known  

0.8 

1 

1 

2 

() 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

A.  (1)  FEVER  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  is  provided  at 
the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital  (77  beds,  18  cots,  and  8 beds  and  2 cots 
for  Smallpox)  for  the  old  Borough  of  Batle}^,  and  at  the  Dewsbury- 
Joint  Hospital  (72  beds  and  20  cots)  for  that  portion  of  the 
Borough  which  was  formerly  within  the  Urban  District  of  Soothill 
Upper.  Any  infectious  disease  can  be  admitted  and  treated  at 
Oakwell.  The  Dewsl)ury  Joint  Hospital  Board  definitely  refuses 
to  admit  any  cases  other  than  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Enteric  Fever.  Full  particulai-s  have  been  given  in  previous 
annual  reports  respecting  these  hospitals.  Both  are  under  the 
medical  superintendence  of  general  practitioners  residing  in  Bir- 
stall  and  Dewsbury  respectively.  The  action  of  the  Dewsbury 
Board  prevents  the  admission  of  patients  from  the  Soothill  Ward 
of  Batley  unless  suffering  from  one  or  other  of  the  four  diseases 
above-mentioned,  and  hence  they  are  at  considerable  disadvan- 
tage, compared  with  residents  in  the  remaining  Wards  of  the  town. 
Batley  Corporation  has  given  notice  of  its  intention  to  seek  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  the  necessary  powers  to  enable  the  partner- 
ship between  Dewsbury  and  Batley  in  respect  of  the  Joint  Hos- 
pital Board  to  be  terminated,  thereby  enabling  Batley  to  withdraw. 

(2)  SMALLPOX  patients  can  be  treated  at  the  Oakwell  Hospi- 
tal, but  it  is  stated  the  Smallpox  Hospital  of  the  Dewsbury  Joint 
Hos]3ital  Board  is  derelict. 

B.  (1)  TUBERCULOSIS  SANATORIA,  in  several  })arts  of  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  pr()vided  l)y  the  West  Riding  County 
Council,  together  with  beds  in  sanatoria  under  arrangement  with 
local  authorities  elsewhere. 

(2)  MATERNITY. — The  Batley  Maternity  Home  is  provided 
by  the  Town  Council.  There  are  ten  beds  for  patients  in  five 
wards,  one  bed  in  an  isolation  ward,  and  one  bed  in  the  labour 
I'oom.  The  staff  consists  of  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor 
and  School  Nurse,  who  acts  as  Administrative  Matron,  one  staff 
nurse,  one  nurse  midwife,  and  two  midwives.  The  domestic  staff 
comprises  cook,  housemaid,  two  charwomen  and  handyman.  The 
whple  domestic  staff  is  non-resident  excepting  the  housemaid. 
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(3)  CHILDREN. — There  is  no  hospital  for  children,  bub  ad- 
mission can  be  obtained  by  them  to  the  public  institutions  men- 
tioned below. 

(4) .  OTHER  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION,  apart  from  the 
Poor  Law,  is  provided  at  the  Batley  and  District  Hospital,  estab- 
lished in  1878,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  and  contain- 
ing 56  beds,  the  Dewsbury  Infirmary  (50'  beds),  and  the  Bradford 
and  Leeds  Infirmaries.  The  Poor  Law  Hospital  at  Staincliffe 
contains  340  beds.  It  is  partly  in  Batley  and  partly  in  Dewsbury, 
l)eing  built  upon  the  boundary  line.  Batley  and  District  Hospital 
is  in  the  Borough  of  Batley,  as  is  the  Maternity  Home.  All  others 
above  mentioned  are  outside  the  Borough  boundary. 

The  Borough  Treasurer  states  that  during  1926  the  Corporation 
made  a grant  to  the  Batley  Hospital  of  £150  and  the  Education 
Committee  paid  £97  13s.  Od.  for  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids 
from  school  children. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  for  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS, 
ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS  and  HOMELESS  CHILDREN  (apart 
from  the  Poor  Law)  is  not  provided. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases  by  the 
Oakwell  and  Dewsbury  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  (b)  for  non- 
infectious  and  accident  cases  by  the  Batley  Division  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade.  A tribute  of  appreciation  once  again  is  due 
to  Superintendent  Horne,  of  the  Brigade,  who  has  rendered  valu- 
able assistance  in  the  removal  of  patients  at  the  Maternity  Flonie. 
His  kindly  services  are  not  forgotten. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATIMENT  CENTRES. 


Nome, 

Address. 

Sessions. 

Authority  Pro- 
viding. 

Ante  Natal  Clinic 

Maternity  Home 

Monday,  2 — 4. 

Bailey  Corporation 

Infant  Welfare 
Centro 

Town  Mission  Hall 

Tuesday,  2 — 4. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

U’eslcyan  Sunday 
Sell.,  Batley  Can 

Wednesday, 

2-15-5-45 

Ditto 

Minor  Ailments 
Clinic 

School  C'linic,  Bk 
Cambridge  St. 

Daily,  9 a.m.  and 
4-15  p.rn. 

Dilio 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Ditto 

When  required, 

2—5. 

Ditto 

Dental  Clinic 

Ditto 

Mon.,  Tues.,  Wed 
9—12,  2—5. 

Ditto 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary 

Dewsbury  and 
Birstail 

Alternate  Satur- 
days, 9 — 12. 

Various. 

Vest  Riding 

County  Council 

Treatment  Centres 

for  Venereal 
Disease 

Dewsbury  Infirm- 
ary 

Monday,  3. 
Thursday,  6-30. 

1 

Ditto. 

Patients  residing  in  Batley  who  may  suffer  from  Tuberculosis 
or  Venereal  Diseases  and  desire  Dispensary  treatment  are  obliged 
to  go  out  of  the  town  to  receive  it.  This  would  appear  to  be  an 
undesirable  arrangement. 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  WELFARE  CENTRES,  1926. 


Mothers  with 
Infants. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Number  of 
Mothers 
on  Register. 

New 

Admissions. 

Average 
Attendance 
per  Mother. 

Town  Mission 

3223 

57 

530 

321 

6.08 

Batley  Carr  ... 

1729 

20 

222 

97 

7.8 

Total  

4952 

77 

752 

418 

6.94 

At  both  Centres  the  individual  attendances  are  much  larger 
than  the  figures  given,  which  only  refer  to  mothers  who  have  their 
infants  with  them.  No  record  is  kept  of  other  attendances,  such 
as  for  the  purchase  of  dried  milk,  cod  liver  oil,  etc.  Purchases 
at  cost  price  by  mothers  from  the  Town  Council  were  : — ^Dried 
milk,  9,985  lbs.,  value  £670  14s.  8d.  ; Virol,  648  tins;  Virolax,  331 
tins ; Emulsion,  1,149  small  and  1,064  large  bottles. 

138  vests  have  been  distributed  through  the  Health  Department 
to  Batley  children  from  the  Save  the  Children  Fund.” 

Under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  2,145  lbs.  of 
dried  milk  were  given,  at  a cost  of  £140  19s.  lOd. 


Table  showing  number  of  deaths  amongst  infants  who  attended 
or  did  not  attend  a Welfare  Centre.  Deaths  under  4 weeks 
are  not  included  for  feeding. 


1 

Year. 

Infant 

Number. 

Deaths. 

Died  in 
first  month. 

Attended 

Centro. 

Not 

Attended 

Centre. 

Breast 

Fed. 

Artificially 

Fed. 

1921 

64 

35 

12 

17 

6 

23 

1922  ; 

54 

27 

9 

18 

19 

8 

1923 

60 

19 

12  : 

29 

11 

30 

1924 

42 

! 25 

; 9 

8 

4 

! 

1925 

58 

! .. 

1 

i • 

! 19 

13 

12 

1926 

43 

1 

j 29 

i ■» 

4 

i 

9 

5 
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ANTE^NATAL  CLINIC,  1926. 

Individual  patients  attending  Clinic  i...  193 

Patients  found  normal > 40 

Patients  found  suffering  from  one  or  more  defects  153 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Clinic ...  528 

DEFECTS  CLASSIFIED. 

Respiratory  System,  including  Tuberculosis 47 

Circulatory  System,  excluding  Varicose  Veins  39 

Digestive  System,  excluding  defective  teeth  and  constipation  14 

Urinary  System n 14 

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis  7 

Gynaecological  defects  including  venereal  disease  11 

Deformities  of  breasts  , i 7 

Varicose  Veins  44 

Constipation , 48 

Placenta  praevia Nil. 

Teeth ...  45 

Miscellaneous  28 

66  written  communications  were  sent  to  15  doctors  respecting 
the  condition  of  their  patients  examined  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


BATLEY  WELFARE  CENTRES  VOLUNTARY  WORKERS’ 
SECTION  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Garments  issued  at — Batley. 

Night-gowns  28 

Belts  30 

Vests  39 

Pairs  of  Socks 19 

Harrington’s  Squares  57 

Yards  of  Flannel  18 

Patterns  8 

Petticoats  1 

Wool  3 oz. 

Bibs 4 


Batley  Carr. 
5 


4 

2 

3 


Gifts  at  Batley  and  Batley  Carr. — Glaxo,  30  lbs.  ; Emulsion, 
18  Bottles  ; Virol,  1 Pot. 


(Mrs.)  E.  THOMPSON,  Hon.  Secretary. 
(Mrs.)  S.  A.  GREENWOOD,  Hon.  Treasurer. 


BATLEY  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 
VOLUNTARY  WORKERS’  SECTION. 

BALANCE  SHEET,  1926. 


RECEIPTS.  EXPENDITURE.  £ s.  d. 

£ s.  d.  Gifts  3 3 5^ 

Cash  in  Bank,  Dec.  51,  1925...  16  19  11  Loans  for  Booking-  Fees  2 5 0 

,,  ,,  Co-op.  Soc.,  ,,  „ 15  17  11  Biscuits,  Tea  and  Sugar  11  5 10 

..  ,,  in  hand  ,,  ,,  2 6 8^  Flannel,  Cotton,  Tape,  etc.  4 8 3 

Subscriptions  5 0 0 Gowns,  Material  and  Making  13  12  0 

Town  Mission — • Harrington  Squares  2 3 0 

teas  £8  12  11  Milk  0 19  5^ 

Garments  £19  6 11  Tea  cups,  Saucers  and  Spoons  0 19  6 

27  19  10  Batley  Carr  Caretaker  3 6 Sg 

Batley  Carr — Stamps  and  Stationery  ...  0 6 Zg 

Teas  £3  18  11  Sundries  2 0 9g 

Garments  £1  16  0^  Ca.sh  in  Bank,  Dec.  31,  1926  18  2 0 

5 14  14  „ „ Co-op.  Soc.,  „ „ 5 6 0 

,,  ,,  in  hand  ,,  ,,  1 1 4g 


£73  19  4 £73  19  4 


(Mrs.)  SARAH  ANN  GREENWOOD,  Hon.  Treasurer. 
(Mrs.)  EVA  THOMPSON,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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Work  of  Health  Visitors  during  1926 — 

Ante-Natal — hirst  Visits 99 

Ke-Visits  ...  73 

172 

Infants  under  12  months — 

First  Visits 620 

Ee-visits  6465 

7085 

Visits  to  children — 

Between  12  months  and  3 years  3621 

Between  3 and  5 years  ...  281j7 

6438 

Visits  to  cases  of — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  6 

Pneumonia  (notified)  22 

Tuberculosis  207 

Still  Births , ...  22 

Diarrhoea  Nil. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 2 

Miscellaneous  Ill 

— -370 

Total  Visits  14065 

The  preceding  figures  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  the  nurses 

in  their  capacity  as  School  Nurse,  which  were  3,611.  The  grand 
total,  therefore,  of  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 
during  1926  was  17,306. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIETHS  ACT,  1907.— Doctors  notified  248, 
midwives  398,  and  other  persons  26  births,  a total  of  672  during 
1926.  Of  these  35  were  still  births. 

The  Housing  Conditions  of  630  patients,  residents  of  Batley, 
who  were  confined  in  the  Batley  Maternity  Home  from  opening 
to  December  31st,  1926,  were  as  follows : — 

TYPE  OF  HOUSE. — Back-to-back,  315;  single,  134;  through, 
174 ; one  room,  7. 

NUMBER  OF  ROOMS  IN  HOUSE.— One,  13;  two,  245;  three, 
191 ; four,  106 ; five,  60- ; six  and  over,  15. 

NUMBER  OF  OCCUPANTS  OF  HOUSE.— Two,  21;  three, 
120;  four,  169;  five,  117;  six,  84;  seven,  47;  eight,  29;  nine,  18; 
ten,  16 ; eleven,  4 ; twelve,  6. 
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CTRCUMSTANCES  OF  l^ATIENTS.— Living  in  own  house, 
384  ; living  in  own  house  with  lodgers,  17  ; living  in  lodgings,  2'29. 

The  total  number  of  patients  in  the  Home  during  the  above- 
mentioned  period  was  632  residents  of  Batley  and  110  from  outside 
the  Borough,  the  complete  figures  ])eing  742. 

During  the  year  1926,  35%  of  the  Batley  patients  confined  in 
the  Maternity  Home  were  living  in  lodgings. 

Details  are  as  under  : — 

Year.  Boo!:iiigs.  Paticnis  admitted.  Infants  Born. 


1923  

205 

156 

153 

1924  

215 

213 

212 

1925  

212 

213 

209 

1926  

184 

163 

160 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Medical  G.H.  Pearce,  M.D.  (Durh,),  D.P.H., 
Superintendent  Maternity  and  Child  (Camb.),  Barrister-at-Law  (Inner 
Welfare  Centres,  School  Medical  Temple). 

Officer  and  Medical  Superintendent 
Maternity  Home 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Mildred  M.  Thierens,  M.B  , Ch  B 
M.  and  C.W 


School  Oculist  and  Hon.  Ophth.  Surgeon  Randal  Herley,  B.A.,  L.R.C.P.  and  S. 
Maternity  Home  (Edin.),  L.R.F.P.  and  S.  (Clas.)! 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  .J,  W.  Beaumont,  M.R.S.I. 

Veterinary  Inspector  Geo.  Whitehead,  M.R.C.V.S.  (Loud. 

and  Edin). 

Public  Analyst  F.  W.  Ru'hardson,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

. j L.  H.  Herring  (left  April  10). 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  J C.  A.  Wood  (commenced  July  1st). 

i Vacant. 

School  Dentist  A.  L.  Hyslop,  L.D.S. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  Sup- 
erintendent School  Nurse,  Adminis-  H.  Evans, 
trative  Matron  of  Maternity  Home... 


E.  Farthing. 

M.  Dearden. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  ...  L.  Waterhouse. 


H.  Robertshaw. 

Chief  Clerk  E.  Louks. 

Clerk  K.  Lister 

Junior  Clerk  C.  I.  Broadlcy. 

Staff  Nurse  E.  A.  Cribbs. 

Maternity  Home  Nurse  Midwife  ...  I.  Walton. 


Midwife  M.  E.  Fildes. 

Midwife  N.  E.  Power, 


Half  the  salaries  of  all  the  above-mentioned  pei'sons  is  paid  by 
the  Government  from  Exchequer  grants  or  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  'with  the  exception  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector  and  Public 
Analyst.  One-sixth  of  the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Clerk  and  Clerk 
is  paid  by  the  Government.  The  Junior  Clerk  is  paid  entirely 
from  local  sources. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Heckmondwike,  in  consequence  of  an 
arrangement  entered  into  between  the  Local  Government  Board, 
Batley  Corporation,  and  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council 
before  he  came  to  the  town.  The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  is  em- 
ployed part  time,  her  duties  being  confined  to  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare.  The  School  Oculist,  Veterinary  Inspector,  and  Public 
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Analyst  arc  part  time  officers.  The  School  Dentist  is  a whole 
time  officer  employed  jointly  by  the  Education  Committees  ol 
Batley  and  Spenborough.  The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors  hold  the  certificates  of  the  Royal  Sani- 
tary Institute  for  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  of  Meat 
and  Other  Foods.  The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  possesses  the 
higher  qualification  of  Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  by 
examination  through  holding  the  certificate  for  Sanitary  Science 
as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  are  State  Registered 
Nurses  and  Certified  Midwives.  They  possess  the  three  years’ 
general  training  certificate  and  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board,  as  do  the  Staff  Nurse  and  Nurse  Midwife  at  the  Maternity 
Home. 

The  two  midwives  there  hold  the  certificate  of  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— (a)  GENERAL. 

This  is  provided  for  the  North,  East  and  West  Wards  by  the  Batley 
Nursing  Association,  and  for  the  Soothill  Ward  by  the  Dewsbury 
Nursing  Association.  Both  are  voluntary  organisations  entirely 
independent  of  the  Local  Authority.  (b)  For  Infectious  Diseases 
there  is  hospital  accommodation  previously  mentioned. 

MIDWIVES. — Five  certified  practise  on  their  own  account,  of 
whom  one  resides  outside  the  borough  boundary.  They  are  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council,  a nurse  from  the  department 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  County  Council  visiting  them  occa- 
sionally. In  the  event  of  a patient  being  unable  to  pay  the  fee  of 
a midwife  the  Town  Council  has  arranged,  in  approved  cases,  to 
make  a grant  (up  to  a maximum  of  12/6)  of  50  per  cent,  of  thte 
midwife’s  fee.  Such  cases  to  be  defined  as  those  in  which  the 
family  income  does  not  exceed  6/6  per  head  per  family  per  week 
(after  deduction  of  rent). 

CHEMICAL  WORK. — This  is  periodically  required  for  water 
analyses.  Arrangements  exist  whereby  analyses  can  be  performed 
in  the  laboratories  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  or  by  the 
Countv  Council,  the  Public  Analyst,  or  a private  analyst.  Samples 
have  been  submitted  for  the  discovery  of  lead  in  solution,  and 
the  Analyst’s  reports  have  proved  satisfactory. 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 


The  following  are  the  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws  : — 


Parts  or  Sections 
in  force. 

Date  of  adoption. 

Baths  & Washhouses  Acts 

Whole  Act. 

1890. 

1846-1882 

Public  Health  Acts 

I.,  II.,  HI.,  IV.  & V.  i 

November  1st,  1892. 

Amendment  Act,  1890 

Infectious  Disease  Proven 

Whole  Act. 

November  1st,  1892. 

tion  Act,  1890 

Public  Libraries  Act,  1887 

W^hole  Act. 

January,  1904. 

Notification  of  Births  Act, 

W'hole  Act. 

January  2nd,  1908. 

1907 

Museums  and  Gymnasiums 

(As  to  Museums 

April  2Srd,  1913. 

Act,  1891 

only). 

[ Sec.  86 

Aug.,  1918. 

P.H.A.A.  Act.  1907 

■I  Sec.  95. 

July,  1924. 

i Sec.  45 

Jan.,  1926. 

BATLEY  CORPORATION  ACT 

1921 

Tramways  1882 

Cemetery  188G 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  1889 

Common  Lodging  Houses  1889 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 1889 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  1889 

Slaughter-houses 1889 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  etc 1889 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Order 1891 

Hackney  Carriages 1891 

Baths  and  Wash-houses 1893 

Markets  and  Fairs 1898 

Betting  in  Streets 1899 

Pleasure  Grounds 1910 

Shop  Hours  Act  (Hairdressers  and  Barbers)  1908 

Employment  of  Children  1920 

Sale  of  Coal 1923 

Violent  Behaviour  on  School  Premises  1926 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  1927 


It  is  desirable  the  adoptive  portions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1925,  be  taken  advantage  of,  together  with  the  making  of  Bye- 
Laws  respecting  Offensive  Trades  and  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — Pajticulai's  are  given  in  the  Medical  Offi- 
cers’ Annual  Report  foi'  1925.  Beyond  further  progress  being 
made  with  the  construction  of  the  new  reservoir  the  situation  is 
similar  to  previous  years.  The  usual  examinations  were  made 
foi’  plumbo-solvency  with  satisfactory  results. 

County  Analyst’s  Office,  Bradford, 

November  19th,  1926. 

Analytical  Beport  upon  3 Samples  of  Water  from  Batley  Corpora- 
tion, s'ent  by  Mr.  Duckworth,  Water  Engineer,  and  received 
November  ITth,  1926. 


Appearance  ; — 

1 

2 

3 

Grains  per  gallon— 
Total  Solid  Matters  .... 

8.0 

6.0  ' 

8.0 

Chlorine  (combined) 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

Nitrites  

None 

None 

None 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .. 

None 

None 

Trace 

F ree  Ammonia  . . .i 

O'.  00 14 

0.0021 

0.0006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0021 

0.0014 

0.0021 

Lead  

None 

None 

Total  Hardness  (Clark’ 

's  Scale)  2.8 

2.1 

2.8 

No.  1 — Staincliffe  Reservoir  Basin  (Batley  Water). 

No.  2 — Office  Tap  (Batley  Water). 

No.  3 — 16,  New  Street,  Hanging  Heaton  (Halifax  Water). 

(Signed) 

RICHARDSON  & 

JAFFE. 

BIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — The  Batley  beck  is  polluted  by  dye 
waters  and  trade  waste.  The  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers 
Board  exercises  supervision. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWPIRAGE. — The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr. 
H.  L.  Hall,  has  kindly  supplemented  the  information  given  on  page 
19  of  the  Annual  Reimrt  for  1925  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
as  follows  : — 

“ During  the  year  1926  the  whole  of  the  Contact  Beds  have 
been  constructed  and  all  u]:)  to  No.  4 have  been  filled  with 
filtering  media,  and  are  now  in  use. 

In  addition  to  this,  new  hnmns  tanks  have  been  constructed 
between  the  first  and  second  contact  beds. 


That  portion  of  Soothill  sewage  which  runs  through  the 
works  has  now  been  stopped  up  and  the  sewage  taken  into  the 
deep  well  and  then  pumped  into  the  Septic  Tank.” 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  W.  Beaumont,  has  pre- 
pared  the  majority  of  the  following  information  in  this  section : — 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1926. 


Years  1926.  : 

L925. 

1921. 

Water  Closets  

...  7325 

7250 

7065 

Trough  and  Automatic  Water  Closets 

265 

273 

288 

Blocks  of  Trough  Water  Closets  ... 

44 

47 

47 

Pail  Closets  

9 

9 

10 

Privies 

40 

41 

75 

Privies  converted  into  Water  Closets 

None.  None. 

None. 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  old  property  25 

6 

6 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  new  property  50 

61 

126 

The  40  privies  and  9 pail  closets  ; 

are  situated  as 

under : 

Wrigglesworth’s  Farm,  Leeds  Road 

1 privy. 

C range  Road,  Pit  Yard  

2 privies. 

Oldroyd’s  Mill,  Town  Street  

2 privies. 

“ Batley  News  ” Office  

2 privies. 

Batley  Hygienic  Laundry 

1 privy. 

Victor  Street 

3 privies. 

East  Bath  Street  

1 privy. 

Howden  Clough  

5 privies. 

Station  Road,  Upper  Batley 

1 privy. 

Woolers  Place,  Brownhill  

2 privies. 

Blackburn’s  Mill  

1 privy. 

rhay  Farm,  Bradford  Road  (W.)  ... 

2 privies  and  2 pail  closets. 

Football  Field  

6 pail  closets. 

Brearley  Place 

5 privies. 

Devon  Street 

1 privy. 

Holland  Street  

1 privy. 

Victoria  Mills,  Bradford  Road  (C.)  ... 

9 privies. 

Cross  Bank  Road  

. 1 pail  closet. 

Tovmgate  Road,  Healey  

1 privy. 

40  privies  and  9 pail  closets. 


AVhere  possible  it  is  very  desirable  these  insanitary  appliances 
be  replaced  by  modern  erections  on  the  water  carriage  system, 
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SCAVENGING.  ! 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

l''OHEA\  ORD. — In  submitting  the  following  report  re  the  collec- 
tion and  disposal  of  refuse,  it  is  again  necessary  to  stress  the  fact 
that  until  we  can  have  all  loads  of  refuse  weighed,  our  costing 
returns  must  necessarily  be  only  appi’oximately  correct.  As  fully 
two-thirds  of  our  refuse  is  burnt  at  the  Destructor  Works,  we  could 
ascertain  fairly  accurateh^  the  weight  of  an  average  “ load  ” of 
refuse  if  this  only  was  weighed.  The  average  weight  of  15  cwts. 
])e]’  cai't  load,  as  seen  in  Table  2,  was  arrived  at  after  having  a 
large  number  of  loads  weighed  over  a })eriod  of  about  2 months. 
This  figure  is  not  claimed  to  be  accurate,  however.  For  effective 
comj^ai’ative  jmrposes  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  number 
of  tons  ” of  refuse  dealt  with  be  ascertained,  instead  of  the 
number  of  ''  loads.” 

COLLECTION. — There  are  8 carts  and  2 non-tipping  wagons 
used  in  the  collection  of  refuse.  A teamer  and  ''  thrower-out  ” 
accom})an3’  each  \chicle.  As  stated  in  last  year’s  report  these 
vehicles  ai-e  of  hopelessly  antiquated  pattern  and  in  many  cases 
are  dilapidated.  The  loading  line  is  very  high,  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  carts,  they  do  not  lend  themselves  to  the  effective 
use  of  dust  covers,  and  they  are  heavy  and  cumbersome.  In  these 
days  of  specially  designed  refuse  collection  vehicles  with  low  load- 
ing line,  etc.,  it  is  very  surprising  to  find  that  during  the  past  year 
a new  cart,  identical  in  design  with  the  old  ones,  should  have  been 
obtained.  The  only  thing  about  it  which  is  up-to-date  is  the  mes- 
sage on  the  sides  exhorting  the  ratepayers  to  burn  their  own  refuse, 
etc. 

For  the  longer  distances  it  would  appear  that  judicious  use  of 
motoi  tiansport  would  be  advantageous,  whilst  the  existing  horse- 
drawn  vehicles  should  be  scrapped  and  a more  up-to-date  type 
of  vehicle  adopted. 

All  dustbins  are  emptied  weekly.  This  is  not  possible  with  ash- 
pits, however,  which  are  emptied  at  periods  varying  from  2 to  4 
veeks.  These  should  be  abolished  as  soon  as  possible,  and  every 
house  should  be  provided  with  a separate  dustbin,  as  is  provided 
for  in  Section  115  of  the  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921.  This 
vould  facilitate  the  work  of  collection  and  assist  the  Department 
in  ensuring  that  the  receptacles  are  properly  used. 

TRADE  REFT  SE.  One  has  again  to  refer  to  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  trade  refuse.  During  the  year  under  review  it  is  estimated 
that  approximately  500  tons  of  this  class  qf  refuse  have  been  coL 
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lected  and  disposed  of,  involving  an  expenditure  of  roughly  £320. 
Many  towns  have  now  got  a definite  scale  of  charges  for  the 
removal  and  destruction  of  trade  refuse  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
matter  will  receive  the  very  careful  consideration  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  whole  question  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal. 

DISPOSAL. — About  68  per  cent,  of  the  refuse  collected  has  been 
burnt  at  the  Destructor  Works.  Here  we  have  a staff  consisting 
of  foreman,  four  stokers  and  two  labourers  or  top  men.  They 
work  a Horsfall  Destructor  of  four  cells  adapted  to  a top  feed,  in 
two  daily  shifts.  £200  per  annum  is  received  from  the  Electricity 
Department  for  steam  supplied.  As  previously  pointed  out,  this 
is  totally  inadequate  and  is  considerably  less  than  half  of  what  is 
usually  obtained  in  towns  of  a similar  size  to  Batley. 

Two  thousand  loads  of  clinker  from  the  Destructor  Works  have 
been  taken  to  the  Sewerage  Works,  where  they  have  been  ground 
up  by  another  Department  of  the  Corporation  for  mortar  making, 
etc.  The  cost  of  carting,  which  in  wages  alone  has  amounted  to 
£280,  has  been  borne  by  the  Sanitary  Department,  and  no  revenue 
has  been  received.  This  would  appear  to  be  a most  extraordinary 
procedure  and  wholly  unbusinesslike.  If  the  necessary  plant  was 
installed  at  our  own  Destructor  Works,  the  cost  of  carting  would 
be  saved  entirely,  and  our  own  department  would  receive  the  rev- 
enue derived  from  its  own  products. 

Another  matter  to  which  attention  has  been  previously  called 
has  reference  to  the  amount  of  dust  which  is  passed  through  the 
Destructor,  resulting  in  unnecessary  expense  in  the  clearing  out 
of  choked  flues,  etc.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  estimated 
that  at  least  40  per  cent,  of  all  refuse  consists  of  this  dust,  it  will  be 
seen  that  if  we  could  only  screen  our  refuse  and  so  keep  dust  out 
of  the  Destructor,  it  would  work  more  efficiently,  and  if  necessary 
could  cope  with  the  whole  of  the  refuse  we  have  to  deal  with. 

TIPPING. — About  32  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  of  refuse 
produced  during  this  year  has  Imen  tipped.  We  have  five  tips 
within  the  Borough,  mostly  situate  on  the  outskirts,  and  in  only 
one  case  have  we  got  a. free  tip.  As  hitherto  carried  out,  there 
are  many  objections  to  this  method  of  disposal  of  refuse.  Carried 
out  on  proper  lines,  however,  it  is  certainly  a cheap  and  fairly 
satisfactory  method.  In  order  to  do  this,  it  is  essential  that  each 
load  of  refuse  be  properly  dealt  with  as  it  arrives  at  the  tip  by 
trained  men  in  attendance.  Where  it  is  possible  to  impj’ove  land 
belonging  to  the  Corporation,  such  as  levelling  up  playing  fields, 
etc.,  this  method  of  disposal  admirably  serves  a double  purpose  by 
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(1)  providing  a free  tip  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  and  (2)  reclaim- 
ing ground  which  would  otherwise  probably  be  waste  land  and 
comparatively  without  value. 

ISUAIMAHY. — The  following  are  perhaps  the  main  points  which 
should  be  considered  in  order  to  obtain  an  efficient  and  up-to-date 
method  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal : — 

1.  All  refuse  should  be  weighed,  if  possible,  or  alternatively 
typical  seasonal  loads  weighed  so  as  to  get  accurate  data 
for  reliable  costing  returns. 

2.  All  ashpits  should  be  abolished,  and  a galvanised  iron 
dustbin  provided  for  each  house,  so  as  to  be  able  to  get  a 
standardised  method  of  collection  in  operation.  This 
would  also  do  away  with  the  nuisance  arising  frein  the 
dumping  of  refuse  on  the  surface  of  yards  and  streets 
preparatory  to  taking  away,  and  would  assist  the  depart- 
ment in  fixing  responsibility  for  the  improper  deposit  of 
refuse  and  use  of  receptacles. 

3.  A more  frequent  and  speedy  collection  of  refuse  should 
be  provided  by  the  judicious  use  of  motor  and  horse 
vehicles  of  a modern  type. 

4.  An  endeavour  should  be  made  through  propaganda  work  to 
get  all  householders  and  others  to  reduce  to  a minimum 
the  amount  of  refuse  to  be  removed  by  the  Corporation. 
Based  upon  this  year’s  figures  a saving  of  £1,490  could 
have  been  effected  if  every  householder  had  burnt  lib. 
of  refuse  per  daj^  collected.  This  would  have  meant  a 
saving  of  more  than  a twopenny  rate. 

5.  All  trade  refuse  should  be  charged  for  collecting  and  de- 
stroying. Here  again  a saving  of  over  £300  could  be 
effected. 

0.  Refuse  should  be  screened  so  as  to  take  out  dust.  This 
would  result  in  the  more  efficient  working  of  the  Destruc- 
tor. 

7.  An  increased  revenue  should  be  obtained  from  the  sale 
of  steam  and  necessary  plant  provided  for  grinding  clinker 
and  making  mortar  at  the  Destructor  Works. 

8.  Tipping  should  be  either  abolished  entirely  or  carried  out 
upon  modern  lines,  and  as  far  as  is  possible  should  be 
utilised  for  the  improvement  of  otherwise  comparatively 
useless  land  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  inlaying  fields,  etc. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

It  is  regrettable  that  this  Committee  has  not  been  able  to  meet 
during  the  year  under  review.  The  field  for  their  inquiry  is  a 
large  one,  and  should  be  very  carefully  explored  before  coming  to 
any  definite  decision  as  to  our  future  policy.  Meetings  should  be 
held  regularly  until  we  have  dealt  thoroughly  with  the  subject. 
JOHN  W.  BEAUMONT, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Loads  of  Refuse  to 
Grange  Road  Tip 

Loads  of  Refuse  to  Jail 
Road  Tip 

Loads  of  Refuse  to 
Rrownhill  Tip  . . | 

Loads  of  Refuse  to 
White  Lea  Tip 

Loads  of  Refuse  to 
Timothy  Lane  Tip 

Loads  of  Refuse  to 
"W  ilton  Park 

Loads  of  Refuse 
delivered  to  farmers 

Totals  . . 

Note. — Loads  ’’  represent  cart  loads  and  are  not  weighed. 

Average  weight  of  cart  load  is  estimated  at  15  cwts. 

For  the  preparation  of  this  table  a waggon  load  is  reckoned  as 
two  cart  loads.  Approximate  weight  of  refuse  therefore  11063  tons. 
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TABLE  IV.— 1 able  Shewing  the  Cost  of  the  Collection  and 


Disposal  of  Refuse. 


Collection  of  Refuse  

£ s.  d. 

4202  14  11  averages  bjS^d.  per  load. 

,,  7/7d.  per  ton. 

Destruction  of  refuse  at  Destructor  Works  

2652  1 8 ,,  575d.  per  load. 

7/Od.  per  ton 
(gross). 

4.10d.  per  load. 
6/5gd.  per  ton 
(nett). 

£ s.  d. 

Tipping  at  Grange  Road  Tip  14  0 0 

,,  ,,  Jail  Road  Tip  71  17  0 

,,  Brownhill  Tip  25  6 6 

,,  ,,  Timothy  Lane  Tip  47  6 8 

,,  ,,  Wilton  Park  49  18  6 

Wages,  etc.,  of  man  keeping  tips  clean  ...  90  0 0 

Cost  of  levelling  and  soiling  Grange  Road 

Tip  (third  portion)  94  7 9 

Total  tipping  costs  390  16  5 

590  16  5 averages  1.8d.  per  load, 

,,  2.2|d.  per  ton. 

Total  Gross  Cost  . . ..  

7245  13  0 averages  9.10d.  per  load. 

13/ld.  per  ton. 

Revenue  from  sale  of  Steam,  Scrap  Iron,  Tins,  etc., 
at  the  Destructor  Works  214  15  9 

214  13  9 

Total  Nett  Cost  

7050  19  3 averages  9,6^d.  per  load 
12/85d.  per  ton. 

Note. — I.oads  aro  not  weighed.  Average  weight  of  Total  cost  per  head  of  popula- 

load  is  estimated  at  15  CAvts.  tion 3/lOJd. 

Total  cost  per  house  per 

annum  14/4|d. 

Total  cost  per  1,000  of  popula- 
tion   £195  Is,  2d. 
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WOIIK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  UNDER  ARTICLE  19 

(12) 

OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS’  ORDER,  1922. 

Description  of  Work  Carried  Out  Year  1926. 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  made  

2845 

Details  : — 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 

68 

Notifiable  and  Other  Diseases 

86 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Houses  

28 

Inspecting  general  conditions 

- 

505 

Common  Lodging  Houses  

4 

Re  overcrowding  

26 

Tenement  Houses  

Factories  and  AVorkshops  

57 

Bakehouses  

67 

Outworkers’  Premises  

Smoke  Observations  

86 

Drains  tested,  etc 

345 

Re  Swine,  etc.  

15 

Stables  

17 

Re  AVater  Supply  

2 

Schools  

47 

Aliscellaneous  

579 

Food  Inspections  (Meat,  Alilk,  Ice  Cream,  Alarkets, 

etc.) 

912 

Informal  Notices  served  

252 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 

255 

Statutory  Notices  served  

66 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  

66 

Numl)er  of  Complaints  received  

196 

During  a considerable  portion  of  the  year  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  single-handed.  A district  inspector  was  appointed, 
to  commence  duty  on  July  1st,  to  replace  Mr.  Herring,  who  ceased 
duty  on  April  10th.  These  two  carried  on  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  On  January  1st,  1927,  a second  district  inspector  commenced 
work,  and  thereby  the  staff  of  inspectors  was  restored  to  three, 
which  was  the  number  employed  in  the  department  before  the  war. 
Having  regard  to  the  very  considerable  increase  in  the  work  thrown 
upon  all  health  departments  since  the  war  by  new  legislation,  and 
otherwise,  it  would  appear  that  by  the  Council  restoring  its  in- 
spectorial staff  to  the  pre-war  strength  the  many  objections  raised 
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against  this  action  cannot  he  justilied.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
pressure  of  work  it  may  be  stated  that  the  particulars  which  the 
iSenior  JSanitary  Inspector  is  required  to  furnish  to  the  Medical  Offi- 
cer of  Health,  under  Article  19  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1926, 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each 
year,  are  not  yet  to  hand  (April  25th),  and  this  Annual  Report  is 
thereby  held  up.  This  is  not  in  any  respect  the  fault  of  the 
Inspector,  but  arises  entirely  through  existing  circumstances. 

In  1924  the  salaries  paid  to  Sanitary  Inspectors  amounted  to 
£724  17s.  Od.  per  annum,  towards  which  the  Ministry  of  Health 
contributed  £155,  making  a net  sum  of  £569  17s.  Od.  On  Decem- 
l)er  31st,  1926,  the  annual  salaries  paid  to  Inspectors  amounted  to 
£800,  towards  which  the  Ministry  of  Health  contributed  £400, 
making  a net  sum  of  £400,  which  is  a saving  over  1924  of  £169  17s. 
Od.  It  is  thought  desirable  to  give  these  figures  for  the  sake  of 
accuracy  and  the  correction  of  statements  frequently  made  by 
wrongly  informed  persons.  For  the  same  reason  it  may  be  stated 
that  on  December  31st,  1926,  the  total  annual  salaries  of  the  three 
female  clerks  in  the  Department  was  £227  10s.  Od.,  towards  which 
a grant  of  £21  13s.  4d.  is  received  from  the  Board  of  Education, 
making  the  net  sum  from  local  sources  £205  16s.  8d. 

Before  the  war  two  male  clerks  were  employed  in  the  depart- 
ment. They  were  replaced  by  two  females  later.  During  the  war 
and  afterwards  two  Welfare  Centres,  a Maternity  Home,  an  Ante 
Natal  Clinic,  a School  Dental  Clinic,  an  Ophthalmic  Clinic  and 
an  Open  Air  School  were  established.  The  routine  medical  in- 
spection was  increased  one-third  by  regulations  imposed  by  the 
Board  of  Education  and  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurses  increased  from  2 to  5.  Various  Ministry  of  Health  Regu- 
lations, including  the  Meat  Regulations  and  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order,  were  imposed,  all  of  AAffiich  have  meant  considerable  in- 
crease in  clerical  duties.  The  jjost  war  Housing  Acts  and  the 
ever  ex])anding  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  largely 
swelled  the  total.  A girl  aged  17  was  appointed  in  July,  1925, 
as  a junior  to  assist  the  two  females.  If  the  above  is  not  sufficient 
to  shew  the  difference  between  pre-war  ,and  post-war  clerical 
duties  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  one  clerk  alone  cannot  do  all 
the  work  arising  through  the  sanitary  inspectors,  and  that  the 
whole  time  of  another  is  fully  occupied  by  clerical  work  arising 
out  of  the  Welfare  Centres  and  Dental  Clinic.  These  facts  have 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  and  the  recommen- 
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datioii  made  that  another  junior  be  appointed,  in  order  that  the 
work  of  the  Corporation  in  this  Department  may  be  efficiently 
performed.  The  recommendation  has  not  been  accepted,  and  the 
conditions  above-mentioned  continue.  They  would  appear  to  be 
uneconomic. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  coal  strike  of  1926  is  largely  responsible  for  the  compara- 
tively small  number  of  smoke  observations  taken.  Many  firms  were 
temporarily  closed  down,  and  in  othei'  cases  great  difficulties  arose 
on  account  of  the  inferior  coal,  oil,  etc.,  which  had  to  be  burnt. 
In  these  circumstances  it  was  felt  that  some  little  latitude  should 
be  allowed. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  the  fact  that  the  West  Riding  Reg- 
ional Smoke  Abatement  Committee  have  issued  a Final  Report 
containing  recommendations  which  have  been  very  generally  adopt- 
ed by  the  local  authorities  in  the  area.  One  of  these  provides 
that  the  permissible  standard  allowance  of  black  smoke  be  not 
more  than  2:  minutes  in  30'.  The  work  done  by  this  Committee 
is  already  resulting  in  much  greater  uniformity  in  regard  to  meth- 
ods and  procedure  employed. 

The  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  which  comes  into 
force  on  July  1st,  1927,  would  appear  to  give  with  one  hand  but 
take  away  with  the  other.  The  definition  of  smoke  ” is  rightly 
extended,  and  includes  all  smoke,  irrespective  of  colour ; it  also 
includes  soot,  ash,  grit  and  gritty  particles.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
it  has  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  extend  the  exempted  pro- 
cesses under  the  Act,  particularly  as  many  of  these  have  been 
dealt  with  in  the  past  by  various  local  authorities,  and  great 
improvements  effected. 
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SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS,  1926. 


Average  minutes  per  hour 
Number  of  of  dense  black  smoke 
observatioiis  calculated  upon  the 

C’himnevs.  by  Inspector.  Inspector’s  observations. 


Albion  Mill  

1 

2.0 

Alexandra  Mill  

1 

Nil. 

Atlas  Brickworks  

1 

Nil. 

Batley  Colliery  

1 

4.0 

Bottoms  Mill  (lon^-  chimney) 

3 

1.3 

do.  (short  chimney)  ... 

2 

3.0 

Bright’s  Mill  .; 

2 

Nil. 

Brookroyd  Mill  

2 

2.0 

Chapel  Fold  Mill  

4 

3.12 

Cheapside  Mills  

1 

Nil. 

Dale  Street  Mill  

5 

1.6 

Dewsbury  District  Co-op.  Laundry, 

Ltd. 

4 

2.0 

Electricity  Works  

2 

Nil. 

Hick  Well  Mill  

2 

Nil. 

Highfield  Mill  

4 

0.5 

Livingstone  Mill  

6 

1.66 

New  Tng  Mill  

2 

2.0 

Park  Lane  Mill  

1 

Nil. 

Print  Works  

2 

39.0 

Providence  Mills  (Staincliffe) 

4 

1.62 

Providence  Mill  (Bradford  Poad) 

1 

20.0 

Queen  Street  Mill  

3 

Nil. 

Savile  Mill  

1 

Nil. 

,,  (steel  chimney) 

1 

Nil. 

Spring  Mill  (Staincliffe)  

4 

Nil. 

Springwell  Mill  

5 

3.6 

Staincliffe  Mill  

4 

0.75 

Staincliffe  Low  Mill  

4 

Nil. 

Valley  Mill  

2 

Nil. 

Victoria  Mill  (Batley  Carr)  

5 

1.8 

Victoria  Oil  AVorks  

4 

1.5 

AVensleydale  Mill  

2 

13.0 

Total  ... 

86 

Total  av.  3.26 

per  mill  chimney. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE  LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

No.  of  houses,  3. 

No.  of  keepers,  3. 

No.  of  inspections,  4. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  these  premises  is  only  moderate.  The 
]>iiildini's  ai’O  old  and  not  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  used,  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  one  hoime. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

No.  of  slaughter  houses,  14. 

No.  of  registered  slaughter  houses,  6. 

No.  of  licensed  slaughter  houses,  8. 

No.  of  inspections,  558. 

Many  of  the  sUughter  houses  are  structurally  bad,  and  all  are 
well  within  ICO  ft.  of  the  nearest  dwelling-house ; indeed,  many  of 
them  actually  adjoin  a dwelling  house.  With  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions these  slaughter  houses  are  kept  in  as  satisfactory  a con- 
dition as  circumstances  will  permit.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
Public  Abattoir  may  be  provided  as  early  as  possible,  especially 
as  this  would  very  considerably  reduce  the  amount  of  w^ork  to  be 
done  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulatmns, 
1924.  One  has  recently  been  built  by  the  Spenborough  Urban 
District  Council,  a neighbouring  authority. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No.  of  premises,  3 (Tripe  Boiling  and  Fat  Rendering  3). 

No.  of  inspections,  40. 

It  is  expected  that  Byelaws  to  regulate  the  conditions  under 
which  these  trades  can  be  carried  on  will  shortly  be  in  force  with- 
in the  Borough. 


Annual 

Average 
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COWSHEDS  AND 

DAIRIES. 

Year. 

(1910 

Cowshed 

5.  Cows. 

Cow  keepers 
who  are  also 
milk 

Cowkeepers.  purveyors. 

Purveyors 
with  prem- 
ises inside 
tlic  Boro’. 

Purveyors 
with  prem- 
ises outside 
the  Boro’. 

si  ! - 

60 

378 

29 

21 

28 

27 

1920  ... 

*36 

269 

21 

21 

8 

27 

1921  ... 

*38 

278 

22 

22 

10 

24 

1922  ... 

*38 

280 

21 

13 

9 

27 

1923  ... 

*38 

291 

21 

13 

10 

27 

1924  ... 

*38 

291 

21 

13 

10 

27 

1925  ... 

55 

21 

1926  ... 

38 

293 

20 

11 

t38 

20 

* Occupied.  t Including  13  oidy  allowed  to  sell  milk  in  sealed  bottles. 
No.  of  inspections,  32. 


Owin^j;  to  shortage  of  staff,  the  number  of  inspections  made  has 
been  very  lo\\\  For  three  months  in  the  year  under  review, 
there  has  only  been  one  Inspector  in  the  Department.  Most  of 
the  cowsheds  are  structurally  i:)oor,  but  it  is  hoped  to  effect  con- 
siderable improvements  under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order  of  1926.  Im])rovements  have  been  carried  out  at 
one  cowshed. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

No.  on  register,  25. 

No.  of  inspections,  30. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  2 dairies. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

No.  of  premises,  30. 

No.  of  inspections,  37. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  8. 

Strict  supervision  is  now  exercised  over  all  ice  cream  premises, 
and  conditions  are  now  very  greatly  improved. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

No.  of  premises,  57. 

No.  of  inspections,  13. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  3. 

Many  of  these  premises  are  very  unsatisfactory,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  very  shortly  this  industry  will  be  listed  as  an  offensive  trade 
and  Byelaws  adopted  to  regulate  same. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

No.  of  premises,  31. 

No.  of  inspections,  67. 

No.  of  premises  improved,  15,  including  one  underground 
bakehouse. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  in  some  in- 
stances in  order  to  get  improvements  in  the  cleanliness  of  these 
bakehouses. 

BATS  AND  MICE  DESTBUCTION  ACT,  I919.-The  rat  is 
our  enemy,  not  only  because  he  destroys  much  valuable  foodstuffs, 
but  he  also  carries  the  flea  which  distributes  plague  amongst 
human  beings. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  under  this  Act  any  person  who 
shall  fail  to  take  such  steps  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary 
and  reasonably  practicable  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice 
on  or  in  any  land  of  which  he  is  the  occupier,  or  for  preventing- 
such  land  from  becoming  infested  with  rats  or  mice,  shall  be 
liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds, 
or  where  he  has  been  served  with  a notice  under  this  Act  requir- 
ing him  to  take  such  steps,  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds.  The 
expression  land  ” includes  any  buildings  and  any  other  erection 
on  land,  and  any  cellar,  sewer,  drain,  or  culvert  in  or  under  land. 
It  is  probable  that  most  householders  in  Batley  are  not  aware 
of  the  penalty  they  render  themselves  liable  to  should  they  per- 
mit a mouse  or  rat  to  remain  upon  their  premises. 

During  1925  a “ Bat  Week  ” on  a small  scale  was  organised 
as  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  Articles  were 
written  for  the  Press  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  adver- 
tisements respecting  the  evil  work  of  these  rodents  appeared. 
A highly  instructive  lantern  lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Beaumont  in  a local  picture  theatre  which  was  well  attended,  the 
place  being  full.  Baits  were  distributed  free  of  charge  and  in- 
formation generally  supplied  to  those  who  enquired,  the  number 
being  more  than  was  expected. 

In  1926  Mr.  Beaumont  carried  out  a modified  edition  of  the 
previous  year’s  campaign  restricting  it  to  press  advertisements 
and  advice  to  enquirers.  There  is  reason  to  believe  advantage 
was  gained,  but  until  this  subject  can  be  handled  intelligently 
by  householders  and  others  instead  of  treating  it  with  ridicule, 
the  town  is  not  likely  to  gain  by  a Bat  Week  all  that  it  might 
easily  do. 
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SCHOOLS. — The  hygiene  of  schools  is  referred  to  in  the 
Annual  Report  foi-  1926  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  Special 
reports  hy  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  have  loeen  made : — 
(a)  rlnne  23rd,  1926,  upon  defective  drainage  at  Staincliffe  C.E. 
School,  and  (h)  Sei)t.  18th,  1926,  upon  defective  drainage  at  Park 
Road  C'onncil  School. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

1.  INSPECTION. 

of  Factories,  Workshops  and  W^orkplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  ))y  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 


Number  of 


Prosecu- 

Inspections.i  Notices.  I tions. 

(2)  (3)  (4) 


(1) 


FACTORIES 


(Including  Factory  Laundries) 


23 


4 


WORKSI-IOPS 


(Including  WTirkshop  Laundries) 


99 


17 


WORKPLACES 


(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 


2 


124  I 21 


Total 


34 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND, 
in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 
Defects. 

i 

i 

"C 

§ i 
(2)1 

'w  Remedied 

-V  Referred  to  | 

H.M.  Inspector: 

1' 

8 

^ 8 

j 

3 

' 3 

1 

10 

! 10 

1 

1 

i 1 

3 

i 

1 

1 

26  i 

1 

26 

1 

Particulars. 


(1) 


or 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.* * 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Want  of  Ventilation  

Overcrowding  

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

Other  Nuisances  (Black  Smoke) 

/ insufficient 
I unsuitable 

Sanitary  Accommodation  i defective 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act. 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  Bake- 
house (S.  lO'l) 

Other  Offences  

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work which  are  included  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Order,  1921  


Total 


M 

s ^ 

Ph 

(5) 


* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  5,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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HOUSING. 

Nuinhcr  of  new  houses  erected  during-  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b))  50 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  30 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  9 

1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Pul)lic  Health  or  Housing- 
Acts)  693 

(2)  Numlmr  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  i-ecorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Begulations,  1925  68 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  581 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ’ 463 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  40 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 29 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  Nib 
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B. — Procoedings  under  Piddic  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dweUing-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  65 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  62 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 


11 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. — Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  during  the 
year  very  little  i)i‘ogress  has  I)een  made  with  regard  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  cowsheds  and  dairies  under  the  Milk  and  Dailies  Order, 
1926.  A beginning  has  been  made  in  1927  and  some  improvements 
effected. 

Three  applications  to  sell  Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  of  1923  have  been 
received  and  licences  granted. 

No  bacteriological  samples  have  been  taken,  but  18  samples 
have  been  examined  for  dirt  and  averaged  12  parts  per  million 
of  fully  centrifuged  fluid  dirt.  This  is  an  imjnovement  on  the 
previous  year,  when  19  samples  examined  averaged  16  . parts  per 
million. 


Since  1927  commenced  it  has  been  possible  to  obtain  Certified 
Milk  in  Batley.  This  is  the  highest  graded  milk  and  is  produced 
some  thirty  miles  away  at  a farm  under  licence  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  from  cattle  free  from  tuberculosis.  The  milk  is  chemic- 
ally of  very  high  quality  and  of  course  contains  neither  cow  dung, 
tubercle  bacilli,  nor  added  water.  A large  and  increasing  num- 
ber of  mothers  attending  the  Welfare  Centres  and  others  pur- 
chase certified  milk,  the  cost  of  which  is  5d.  per  pint,  against  S.^d. 
for  other  milk  of  doubtful  origin.  Very  little  is  sold  at  present 
amongst  the  so-called  better  class,  who  refuse  to  pay  the  increased 
cost  for  a pure  article. 


REPORTS  OF  THE  VETERINARY  INSPECTOR. 

May  31st,  1926. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  report  of  the 
inspection  of  milk  cows  in  the  Borough.  The  general  condition 
of  the  cows  (now  out  at  grass)  is  satisfactory.  We  have  two 
cows  very  low  in  condition — thin,  l)ut  apjiarently  healthy  ; at  pre- 
sent no  cough,  exhibiting  no  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis.  This 
condition  I attribute  to  the  cows  yielding  an  unusual  quantity  of 
milk  (veiy’  heavy  milkers).  1 will  keep  these  cows  under  obser- 
vation. 
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\\  ith  the  exception  of  three  deaf  quarters  noii-tubercular  (no 
secretion)  the  cows’  udders  from  a tubercular  point  of  view  are 
very  satisfactory.  1 have  had  no  case  to  warrant  one  in  forward- 
ing; a sample  of  milk  to  the  Laboratory. 

In  the  Loro  ugh  no  bovine  has  been  reported  under  the  1925 
Tuberculosis  Order. 


OEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S., 

Veterinary  Inspector. 


December  31st,  1926. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  report  of  the 
inspection  of  milk  cows  in  the  Borough. 

The  general  condition  of  the  cows  now  stall-fed  is  most  satis- 
factory. In  one  byre  a few  head  were  a little  low  in  flesh  in 
comparison  to  the  other  herds.  These,  however,  are  healthy  and 
presenting  no  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis  or  wasting  disease. 

The  cows  named  in  1113^  May  report  as  thin  are  disposed  of 
and  not  for  human  food. 

We  have  a few  cases  of  deaf  quarters  (no  secretion)  and  non- 
tubercular.  In  other  respects  the  cows’  udders  from  a tubercular 
point  of  view  are  quite  satisfactory. 

I received  a report  on  June  21st  to  inspect  an  in-calf  cow. 
After  examination  I forw'arded  a sample  of  milk  to  the  Laboratory, 
and  received  a reply  on  July  15th  that  the  test  was  positive.  I 
then  placed  the  cow  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1925.  8he 
was  slaughtered,  and  on  post-mortem  at  the  knacker’s  it  was 
pioved  to  be  a case  of  advanced  tuberculosis  (udder,  lungs,  mesen- 
teric). 

One  cow  1 found  suffering  from  skin  disease.  The  cow  has 
been  isolated  from  the  other  cows  in  milk.  After  my  visit  the 
owner  wrote  to  say  the  cow  should  at  once  be  placed  under 
veterinary  treatment. 

With  the  excejition  of  the  case  mentioned,  no  bovine  has  been 
reported  (in  the  Borough)  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 
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(b)  MEAT. — Here  again,  one  can  only  state  that  meat  inspection 
has  been  carried  out  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  having  regard 
to  the  depleted  staff.  tSoine  difficulty  continues  in  regard  to 
butchers’  regular  slaughtering  hours.  On  account  of  restrictions, 
weather  conditions,  difficulties  of  transport  from  the  cattle  mar- 
kets, etc.,  these  times  are  frequently  altered. 

A Public  Abattoir  would  considerably  facilitate  the  carrying 
out  of  the  work  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regu- 
lations, 1924,  as  with  14  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  it  is  now 
impossible  to  examine  every  animal  after  it  is  slaughtered  unless 
one  man  devoted  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  work. 

There  have  been  7 prosecutions  for  offences  under  Article  8 
of  the  above  Regulations,  the  summonses  being  dismissed  on  pay- 
ment of  costs  in  each  case. 

One  l)utcher  was  prosecuted  under  Section  117  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  for  exposing  unsound  meat  for  sale  in  his  shop, 
and  under  Article  20  of  the  Meat  Regulations  for  having  a re- 
frigerator in  a dirty  condition.  The  defendant  was  fined  £5  and 
costs  with  respect  to  the  first  case  and  £2  and  costs  in  the 
second. 

Another  butcher  was  prosecuted  under  Section  117  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  for  having  diseased  meat  in  his  posses- 
sion in  course  of  preparation  for  sale,  and  under  Article  9 of 
the  Meat  Regulations  for  failing  to  give  notice  to  the  Local 
Authority  that  he  had  a diseased  carcase  in  his  possession.  He 
was  fined  £5  and  costs  and  £l  and  costs  respectively.  In  this 
case  also  another  butcher,  who  was  the  registered  occupier  of  the 
slaughter-house  concerned,  was  proceeded  against  for  an  offence 
under  Article  9 of  the  Meat  Regulations.  Defendant  pleaded 
guilty,  and  the  summons  against  him  was  dismissed  on  payment 
of  costs. 

There  was  a noticeable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  meat 
consumed  during  the  coal  stoppage,  and  this  pi-obably  in  pail: 
accounted  for  the  lesser  amount  of  meat  surrendered  for  destruc- 
tion during  the  year. 

On  the  other  hand  no  case  of  lack  of  nourishment  was  seen 
amongst  the  scholars  in  the  elementary  schools,  although  a careful 
watch  was  ke]')t.  There  is  no  doul)t  at  all  that  fi’om  the  stand- 
point of  physical  health  the  coal  dispute  was  advantageous  to  the 
public  of  Batley. 
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ADULTEIxATlON.  During  the  year  92  samples  of  Eood  and 
Drugs  have  been  procured  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
who  certified  86  samples  to  be  genuine  and  6 samples  to  be  adul- 
terated (i.e.,  fci.52%  of  adulteration).  A further  analysis  shows 
that  of  the  75  milk  samples  taken,  4 were  adulterated  (i.e.,  5.33%), 
whilst  of  the  4 cream  samples  taken  2 were  adulterated  (i.e., 
50.00%). 


Table  I. 


Nature  of  Sample.  Adulterated 

(Jeuuinc. 

Informal. 

F ormal. 

Totals. 

Milk  

4 

69 

— 

73 

73 

Coffee  

Condensed  Milk 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

(Machine  Skimmed) 
Condensed  Milk  (Full 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Cream)  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Cream 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

Jam  (Raspberry)  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Lard  

— 

1 

1 

1 

Margarine  

— 

1 

1 



1 

Oil  of  Eucalyptus 

— 

1 

1 



1 

Olive  Oil 

— 

1 

1 



1 

Prescriptions  

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Sausages  (Pork)  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

SiK)nge  Buns  ....  

— 

1 

1 



1 

Sugar  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Syrup  of  Rhubarb  

— 

1 

1 



1 

Vinegar  

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

6 

86 

18 

74 

92 

— 

— 

There  is  an  undoulitcd  decrease  in  the  amount  of  adulteration 
of  milk  samples,  both  in  numbers  and  percentage  of  adulteration, 
which  for  over  30  yeai’s  shewed  more  than  30  per  cent,  of  samples 
analysed  to  be  adulterated. 
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TABLE  II. 


Administrative  Action  Regarding  Samples  Reported  to  be 
Not  Genuine. 


No. 

Nature  of  Sample  and 
of  Analysis. 

Results 

Remarks. 

9 

MILK 

Milk  

Added  Water  

99.3 

. ...  0.7 

Reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Further  samples  taken  proved  to  be 
genuine. 

11 

MILK 

Deficient  in  Milk  Fat  . 

..  ..  6% 

Reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee, 

53 

MILK 

Milk  

Added  Water  

. ...  96.5 
. ...  5.5 

Reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
No  further  action  considered  desirable. 

77 

MILK 

Milk  

Added  Water  

. ...  97.7 
. ...  2.5 

Reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Further  samples  taken  proved  to  be 
genuine. 

TABLE  III. 


Monthly  Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples. 


i 

Month. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Analytical 

Data. 

Milk  Fat, 
per  cent. 

Non-Fatty  Solids, 
per  cent. 

J anuary 

7 

3.49 

8.94 

February 

9 

3.64 

8.92 

March 

8 

3.78 

9.01 

April 

9 

3.39 

8.96 

May 

9 

3.73 

9.09 

June  ' 

9 

3.84 

9.07 

July 

— 

August 

12 

4.13 

8.91 

September 

— 

— 

October 

5 

3.94 

8.97 

November 

— 

— 

December 

5 

4.24 

8.84 

Average  for  the 

year  1926  

3.80 

8.97 

Average  for  the 

year  1925  

3.82 

8.93 

Average  for  the 

year  1924  

3.78  ! 

8.88 

Requirements  of  the  Sale  of 
Milk  Regulations.  1901 


3.00 


8.50 
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Report  of  Administration  in  connection  with  the  Public  Health 
(Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912  and  1917,  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 

1.  MILK  AND  C’llEAM  NOT  SOLD  AS  PKESERVED  CREAM. 


1 

a 

No.  of  samples  examined 
for  the  presence  of  a 
preservative. 

b. 

No.  in  which  a preservative 
was  reported  to  be  present, 
and  percentage  of  preser- 
vative found  in  each  sample 

Milk  

75 

Nil 

Cream  

23 

2 (see  below) 

Nature  of  preservative  in  each  case  in  column  (b)  and  action 
taken  under  the  Regulations  in  regard  to  it. 

CREAM  No.  85. 

Contained  0.12  per  cent,  of  Boric  Acid. 

This  was  an  Informal  Sample,  and  was  followed  up  by  taking 
a Formal  Sample  (No.  92). 

CREAM  No.  92. 

Contained  0.07  per  cent,  of  Boric  Acid. 

This  was  a Formal  Sample,  and  was  obtained  in  two  small  jars, 
which  were  handed  to  the  purchaser  in  paper  bags.  After  pur- 
chase it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  jars  was  labelled  ‘‘  Pre- 
served Cream.”  A’^endor  maintained  that  both  jars  had  been 
labelled  but  in  the  one  case  the  label  had  come  off. 

Reported  to  Sanitary  Committee  and  vendor’s  explanation  was 
accepted,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  receiving  instructions  to 
send  a warning  letter. 

2.  CREAM  SOLD  AS  PRESERVED  CREAM. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analy- 
sis to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to  preservatives 
were  correct. 

(1)  Correct  statements  made  .7  1 

(2)  Statements  incorrect  Nil. 


Total 


1 
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(3)  Percentage  of  preservative  Percentage  stated  on 

found  in  sample.  Statutory  label. 

No.  84  contained  0.26%  Not  exceeding  0.4%. 

of  Boric  Acid. 

(b)  Deterniinations  made  of  milk-fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 
cream. 

(1)  Above  35  per  cent 1 

3.  THICKENING  SUBSTANCES. 

Anj^  evidences  of  their  addition  to  cream  or  to  preserved  cream 
and  action  taken  were  found  Nil. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT. — One  sample  v^as  submitted  for  analysis, 
the  analyst  reporting  it  to  yield  18.4  parts  per  100,000  of  Chlorine 
as  Soluble  Chlorides.  This  amount  would  pass  the  test. 

ARSENIC  AND  APPLES. — A ratepayer  complained  of  being 
seized  with  illness  after  eating  apples.  Two  of  the  consignment 
were  obtained.  The  analyst  reported  as  follows  : — One  290th 
part  of  the  grain  or  arsenic  (Ast2  Of)  per  pound  of  the  fruit  was 
present.”  It  was  an  insufficient  amount  to  cause  poisoning  in 
the  case  of  a few  apples  eaten  at  one  time. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

There  were  no  noteworthy  facts  about  the  prevalence  of  infec- 
tious disease  during  1926.  Diphtheria  was  very  mild  in  type, 
some  of  the  cases  notified  being  really  carriers  leather  than  actual 
clinical  diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever  was  extremely  mild  in  type, 
considerable  difficulty  being  experienced  in  the  diagnosis  of  some 
cases.  This  mildness  of  symptoms  undoubtedly  facilitated  the 
spread  of  the  disease  through  missed  cases  and  late  diagnosis. 
There  were  no  return  cases.  Swabbing  and  exclusion  of  diph- 
theria contacts  from  school  is  practised  as  described  in  former 
years.  Practitioners  generally  prefer  cases  to  be  removed  to 
hospital  rather  than  use  anti-toxin,  but  58,000  units  were  supplied 
during  1926  to  doctors  by  the  Corjioration.  Smallpox  did  not 
occur,  but  on  a number  of  occasions  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
saw  susi)ected  cases  in  consultation,  and  many  contacts  were 
kept  under  observation.  No  case  of  Encephaltis  Lethargica  was 
notified.  As  stated  in  previous  reports  the  Regulations  of  7th 
January,  1919,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  notification  of  Acute 


Priiii<ary  or  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  are  not  gen  orally  ob- 
served. Where  cases  are  notified  it  is  usual  for  patients  or  their 
relatives  to  refuse  hospital  treatment  and  nursing. 

Facilities  ai'e  j^rovided  at  the  County  Council  Laboratories, 
Wakefield,  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and  l)acteriological 
si^ecimens.  The  figures  foi'  the  year  1926  are  Widal  12,  Sputa  27, 
Diphtheria  164,  Anthrax  1,  Urine  T.B.  11  and  Typhoid  4,  Ring- 
worm 3,  Miscellaneous  1,  a total  of  223. 

C'ontacts  are  searched  for  in  school  or  at  hoine  when  neces- 
sary, Isolation  is  possi])le  at  the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital,  or,  to 
a modified  degree,  at  the  l)ewsl)ury  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 
Disinfection  is  done  l)y  the  Corpoi’ation’s  disinfecting  staff  in  the 
homes  and  at  the  Disinfecting  and  Contact  Station,  where  a 
modern  steam  a]iparatus  is  installed. 

So  far  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  aware,  no  use  has 
been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  respectively  or  of  the  recently  devel- 
oi^ed  artificial  methods  of  immunisation  against  these  diseases. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  i)erform  any  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  under  the 
Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulation,  1917. 

Xon-notifiable  infectious  diseases  become  known  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  principally  through  the  agency  of  Head  Teachers 
and  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  of  whom  the  former  notified  627 
and  the  latter  75  during  1926.  Such  cases  are  visited  at  home 
by  the  School  Nurses. 

The  average  weekly  number  of  scholars  excluded  either  as 
patients  or  contacts  during  the  year  for  notifiable  or  non-notifiable 


diseases  Avas  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  4.7  Mumps  15,9 

Diphtheria  3.0  Ringworm  1,3 

Enteric  Fever  Nil.  Impetigo 0.5 

.Measles  4.3  Contagious  Ophthalmia..  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  ...,  ...  11.07  Scabies  0.02 

Chickenpox j 16.6  Verminous  Conditions...  5.2 


No  locally  contracted  case  of  Anthrax  or  Rabies  was  notified 
during  the  year. 

One  person,  a male,  was  bathed  and  disinfested,  but  beyond 
this,  which  was  owing  to  filth  and  lice,  no  persons  were  cleansed 
by  the  Corporation,  but  many  scholars  were  cleansed  from  vermin 
by  their  parents  under  threat  of  prosecution. 


DISINFECTIONS,  1926. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  disinfections  during 
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Totals 

10 

: 

2766 

860 

CO 

CO 

CO 

Miscell. 

Articles 

fM 

1 

278 

'7^ 

250 

CO 

Carpets 

Ot 

ic 

04 

04 

Wearing 

Apparel 

475 

GC' 

573 

CQ 

j 

219 

Sheets  j 

- 

• 

Z? 

r— i 

-fi 

1 

Mat- 

tresses 

: 

• 

Blankets 

CC 

Oi 

CO 

: 

112 

60S 

Cnshions 

: 

: 

31 

: 

31 

Pillows 

- 

499 

■ei 

165 

O 

Beds  1 

1 CO 

204 

- 

56 

CD 

Destroyed  for  the  Borough 

Destroyed  tor  others  out- 
side" the  Borough 

Disinfected  for  the  Borough 

Disinfected  for  others  out- 
side the  Borough 

Disinfected  tor  the  Batley 
and  District  Hospital 

1 

j • 

m 

eg 

-tJ 

o 

Number  of  houses  disinfected,  54  ; number  of  roojns  disinfected, 
154  ; number  of  times  apparatus  charged,  482 ; num])er  of  li))rary, 
etc.,  books  disinfected,  197. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1926. 


BOROUGH  OF  BATLEY.  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1926,  and  for  the  period  1890  to  1926. 


Cases  Notified  During 

NUMBER 

OF  ' 

OASES  NOTIFIED. 

Total  oases 

notified  in 

Total  Cases  Itemoved 

each  locality  (e  g.  irarisb 

Yearly  Averages 

At  Ages.  .Years 

or  Ward)  of  ihn  District 

l/U  ixuspil/cti. 

1890 

to 

1899 

1900 

1910 

1920 

to 

1925 

NOTIPIABLR  DISEASE. 

At  all 

Under 

1 to 

5 to 

15  to 

25  to 

45  to 

65  and 

North 

2 

East 

.3 

West 

4 

Soot'l 

1926 

1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

1916 

to 

1909 

1919 

ages 

5 

15 

25 

15 

65 

upwards 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

1921 

142.7 

JMeasles  ... 

56.1 

i’9.1 

0.8 

Small-pox... 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria  (including 

51.8 

29.6 

56.3 

23.1 

Membranous  Croup) 

23 

1 

7 

10 

3 

2 

8 

10 

4 

21 

2 

9 

14 

21 

293 

37.3 

12.8 

15.9 

7.3 

Erysipelas 

12 

2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

6 

2 

1 

102.3 

90.7 

50.3 

61.8 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

6 

20 

4 

1 

8 

13 

4 

5 

17 

36 

123 

77 

213 

0.5 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
Typhus  Fever 

64.6 

46.9 

15.2 

4.8 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

16 

28 

0.3 

Para  Typhoid  (B)  ... 

1 

1 

”1 

1 

1 

67.0 

36.0 

Pneumonia 

Relapsing  Fever 

13 

"i 

3 

”3 

2 

"2 

2 

7 

5 

1 

5 

3 

10 

7 

6 

’5 

12.0 

"’0.3 

Malaria  ... 

0.16 

Dysentery 

'0.1 

0.16 

Continued  Fever  ... 

"2.7 

’1.5 

1.6 

1.1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

"2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

’ 1 

1 

’0.1 

o’.  16 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

0.4 

0.16 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

11.3 

5.8 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

"2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

25.0 

85.0 

57.0 

^Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

35 

7 

"7 

i’4 

7 

11 

13 

’9 

2 

35 

64 

57 

50 

19 

216 

31.2 

12.0 

fOther  Forms  of  ,, 

17 

1 

”3 

6 

4 

3 

8 

3 

4 

2 

5 

3 

5 

5 

6 

10 

0.3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

314.8 

225.6 

489.9 

210.94 

Totals 

136 

4 

16 

46 

24 

30 

13 

3 

48 

48 

27 

12 

99 

94 

125 

200 

146 

776 

* Males  19,  Females  16.  t Males  9,  Females,  8.  Total  deaths  from  all  notified  infectious  diseases  24. 
+ Measles  was  notifiable  from  1916  to  1919. 


Analysis  of  total  Deaths  from  Notified  Infectious  Diseases  under  Age  Groups. 


Enteric  Fever 

Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years. 

9—3 

years 

years. 

4—5 

years. 

5-10 

years 

10—15 

years. 

15—20 

years. 

1 

20—35 

years. 

35—45 

years. 

45—65 

years. 

65  and 
over. 

Diphtheria 

”1' 

”1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

5 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

”1 

1 

1 

1 
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YEARS  1923,  1924,  1923  and  1926. 

Table  shewing  relationship  between  Domestic  Conditions  of  persons 
under  15,  and  incidence  of  Notifiable  Disease. 


Notifiable  disease. 


Small  Pox 
Cholera  (C) 
Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria 
( including 
Membranous 

Croup)  

Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever  A: 
Diphtheria 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Para  Typhoid  B 
Pneumonia 
Relapsing  Fever 
Malaria 
Dysentery 
Continued 
Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal 

Pyrexia  

Cerebro- Spinal 
Meningitis  ... 
Poliomj^elitis  ... 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 
Encephalitis 
Lethargica  ... 


Le.ss  than  1 person 
per  room. 

' 1 to  2 persons 

1 per  room. 

j More  than  2 per 

sons  per  room. 

Previously 

attacked. 

Not 

attacked. 

previously 

Previously 

attacked. 

Not 

previously 

attacked. 

Previously 

attacked. 

Not 

previously 

attacked. 

j 

1 

... 

j ... 

6 

29 

4 

15 

1 

' 1 

112 

• •• 

1 

38 

' 2 

... 

1 

1 

i 

2 

... 

45 

... 

1 

21 

... 

i 

1 ... 

1 

1 1!! 

... 

... 

1 

: 

1 

1 

/ 

1 

4 

10 

... 

58 

28 

■ ...  1 

1 

14 

1 

21 

...  i 

... 

1 

... 
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YEARS  1923,  1924,  1925  and  1926. 


Attack  rates  per  1,C00  persons  under  15  not  known  to  have  had 
a previous  attack. 


j Notifiable  Disease. 

Loss  than  1 per- 
son per  room. 

1 to  2 persons 
per  room. 

More  than  2 per-  1 
sons  per  room. 

Small  Pox 

... 

Cholera  (C)  ... 
Plague  (P)... 

... 

Diphtheria  fin- 
eluding  Mem- 
branous Croun 

0.17 

0.82  i 

0.11 

Erysipelas 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.42 

3.19 

1.07 

Scarlet  Fever  k\ 
Diphtheria 

1 

... 

0.05 

0.02 

Typhus  Fever 

1 

Enteric;  Fever 

0.2 

Para  Typhoid  B 

0.02 

Pneumonia 

0.05 

1.27 

0.59 

Pelapsing  Fever 

Malaria  

Dysentery  

1 

Continued 

Fever  

0.02 

i 

Puerperal 

Fever  

1 

Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis  ... 

! 

0.02 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 ’ ' * 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

! 0.02 

1 0.19 

0.  1 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

’ 0.28 

1.64 

0.79 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

i 0.02 

0.39 

1 

0.59 

Encephalitis 
Letharjjica  ... 

i 

0.02 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 

During  1926  this  ’vvas  0.3  per  1000  of  population. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


(JASES. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Year. 

1 Preated. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Death 

Notified. 

At  Home. 

In  Plospital. 

1926 

2 

2 

2 

^9 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  BATLEY,  1926. 


The  relationship  between  notification  of  tuberculosis  and  deaths 
from  the  disease  is  shewn  in  the  following  table,  which  covers 
the  period  between  January  1st,  1913,  and  December  31st,  1926;— 

Death  6 months  after  ...  13 

Death  7 months  after  ...  10 

Death  8 months  after  ...  4 

Death  9 months  after  ...  5 

Death  10  months  after...  3 

Death  11  months  after  ...  5 

Death  12  months  and  over  93 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber- 
eulosis  deaths  during  1926  was  4 to  17  or  23.5  per  cent. 

The  following  table  shews  the  conditions  under  which  patients 
notified  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  have  been 
living  in  Batley  during  the  last  eight  years.  The  remarkable 
thing  IS  that  there  is  really  so  comparatively  little  tuberculosis 
when  regard  is  had  to  such  housing  circumstances.  It  is  bad 
enough  for  the  patients,  but  what  are  the  chances  of  others  in  the 
house  escaping  infection  ? 


JJeatn  hetore  notification 
Death  1 month,  or  under, 

aftei-  notification 

Death  2 months  after  ... 

Death  3 months  after  ... 

Death  4 months  after 

Death  5 months  after  ... 


72 

130 

29 

20 

13 

14 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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rUJU.IC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OE  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  under  these  Regulations  dur- 
ing 1926. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

This  section  refers  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  is 
similar  to  Section  138  of  the  Batley  Corporation  Act,  1921.  The 
West  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  There  are  many  cases  where  such  is  very  desirable, 
though  not  provided,  partly  because  there  are  not  sufficient  beds 
available  and  partly  because  tubercular  patients  often  refuse 
hospital  treatment. 

The  adoi^tive  portions  of  this  Act  were  recommended  to  the 
Sanitary  Committee  by  the  VIedical  Officer  of  Health  for  adop- 
tion hy  the  Town  Council  at  a meeting  of  that  Committee  on 
Septem])er  22nd,  1926.  The  Town  Clerk  was  instructed  to  obtain 
and  circulate  to  the  Committe  copies  of  this  Act.  Nothing  fur- 
ther had  transpired  at  the  year  end. 

In  concluding  this  report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  desires 
to  record  his  appreciation  of  the  work  performed  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Beaumont,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose  practical  knowledge 
of  his  duties  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  Corporation, 
although  Mr.  Beaumont  is  not  looked  upon  with  favour  by  those 
who  desire  to  escape  their  obligations  where  insanitary  conditions 
have  to  be  dealt  with  and  remedied.  The  Chief  Clerk,  Mrs. 
Louks,  has  also  been  of  much  assistance. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

iMedical  Officer’s  Department, 

Batley, 

April,  1927. 
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